
Since 2005, Google has
offered their annual
Summer of Code

(http://www.google-
melange.com/gsoc/homepage/
google/gsoc2015), a program
that provides student develop-
ers from across the globe a
three-month stipend to write
code for a mentoring, open-
source software project. This
program provides several bene-
fits to both the student and the
mentoring organization. In
addition to being paid, students
learn how to write a proposal
of work and to achieve timed
milestones for that work. Their
project is mentored by an expe-
rienced developer who can
assist in code review, time
organization, and learning that
project’s tools, communication
channels, and coding standards.
The mentoring organization has
the opportunity to nurture new
ideas and integrate new fea-
tures into their codeset with the
possibility of training new
developers for the project.

The FreeBSD Project has the
distinction of being a mentor-
ing organization for every
Google Summer of Code since
the program’s inception in

2005. This means that 2015
marks the 11th year of partici-
pation for the FreeBSD Project.
As of this writing, student pro-
posals are still being reviewed
so we do not yet know the
names of the 2015 student 
participants.

We can, however, take a
look at the last 10 years of par-
ticipation. Each Summer of
Code student, mentor, project,
and a summary of that project's
results can be found at
https://www.freebsd.org/
projects/summerofcode.html. 
In addition to an overview of
the process, that page contains
a hyperlink for each year of
participation.

Over the 10-year period, the
FreeBSD Project has mentored a
total of 136 students. Google
Summer of Code allows stu-
dents who are interested and
still eligible for the program to
reapply. For FreeBSD, the break-
down of student participation is
presented below:

This level of participation, an
average of over 13 students per
year, reflects the importance to
the FreeBSD Project of cultivat-
ing new ideas and attracting
new developers as each student
requires a time commitment of
three months from a mentor. 
It is also encouraging that 25
students were both eligible 
and chose to reapply for subse-
quent years.

Google Summer of Code has
received some bad press about
students who do not complete
their projects, do not have their
code integrated into the pro-
ject’s codebase, or who never
participate again with the proj-
ect once their Summer of Code
finishes. While not every
Summer of Code student works
out, the FreeBSD Project has 
had good success in cultivating
relationships, integrating stu-
dent code, and gaining new
developers.

The FreeBSD Project uses a
“commit bit” process to denote
contributors who have the abili-
ty to commit directly to a
FreeBSD source repository.
Commit bits are granted to
active contributors, and new
committers have their commits
reviewed by several mentors
before they are committed.
Commit bits are also retired
should the committer no longer
have time to contribute, typical-
ly after a year of inactivity. The
FreeBSD Project defines three
types of commit bits, indicating
to which source repository the 
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This is the time of year when open-source
mentoring organizations review proposals
from students looking to participate in
Google’s Summer of Code. This month,
we take a look at the FreeBSD Project’s 
participation in the program.

136 students (total)
111 students ...........................................participated for 1 year
18 students .............................................participated for 2 years
3 students ...............................................participated for 3 years
3 students ...............................................participated for 4 years
1 student.................................................participated for 6 years
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contributor has commit access:
src, ports, and doc.

Out of the 136 Google
Summer of Code participants, 20,
or nearly 15%, were granted
commit bits. Some were granted
multiple commit bits, which
reflects on their continued level of
participation within the Project.
Out of the 20 committers over
that 10 year period, 17 are still
active committers. The break-
down is as follows:

The granted commit bits were for
the source repositories below:

In addition to commit bits,
some participants also became
active in other areas. Several for-
mer Summer of Code stu-
dents became mentors for
later Summer of Code stu-
dents. One participant
became a member of the
FreeBSD Doc Engineering Team
and another is secretary for the
FreeBSD Core Team.

While it is too late to apply for
the 2015 Google Summer of
Code, interested students should
follow the Google Open Source
blog (http://google-
opensource.blogspot.com/) to
keep up-to-date on the 2016
proposal period, which should
take place next March. The 

FreeBSD Project provides several 
idea lists to help students narrow
down their project ideas:

Note that these ideas are not
limited to Google Summer of
Code students, which is good
news for those of us who do not
meet the age or student require-
ments of that program, but who
are also interested in contribution
ideas. Each idea provides a tech-
nical contact who is willing to act
as a mentor for that idea. •

Dru Lavigne is a Director of
the FreeBSD Foundation and
Chair of the BSD Certification
Group.

20 committers (total) 
16 committers with 1 commit bit
3 committers with 2 commit bits
1 committer with 3 commit bits

17 src committers, with 3 retired (out of a total of 314 src committers)
6 ports committers (out of a total of 192 ports committers)
2 doc committers (out of a total of 41 doc committers)

• https://wiki.freebsd.org/IdeasPage
• https://wiki.freebsd.org/SummerOfCodeIdeas
• https://wiki.freebsd.org/JuniorJobs

WHERE .........................................................Ottawa, Canada 
University of Ottawa

WHEN ......................Thurs. & Fri. June 10-11 (tutorials)
Fri. & Sat. June 12-14 (conference)

COME JOIN US AT THE 12TH ANNUAL BSDCAN!�
Ottawa, Canada

BSDCAN 2015
THE TECHNICAL

BSD CONFERENCE.
The BSD Conference held in
Ottawa, Canada, has quickly
established itself as the techni-
cal conference for people
working on and with 4.4BSD
based operating systems and
related projects. The organizers
have found a fantastic formula
that appeals to a wide range of
people from extreme novices
to advanced developers. 

BSD Certification • Courseware DVD • Register for an Exam
Join the growing ranks of people taking the BSDA exam. 

If you missed it in the past, now is your chance to catch up. 

GO ONLINE FOR MORE DETAILS
http: / /www.bsdcan.org


